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As Asian pop grows, a call for citizenship

by Anna Gustafson

April 15, 2011

Queens’ Asian population has jumped by about 30 percent over the last decade, but too few of those people are seeking citizenship — something a number of borough organizations and legislators announced last week they aim to change.

The Organization of Chinese Americans-New York will sponsor free citizenship trainings in Flushing and Elmhurst this spring, which will include legal advice from immigration attorneys.

“Queens has more than a half million Asians living in it, including 50,000 Asians in Flushing, yet the naturalization rate of Asians is only 50 percent,” said Elizabeth OuYang, president of the OCA-NY.

The Flushing event will be held May 1 on the sixth floor of the Chinese-American Planning Council’s Nan Shan Senior Center at 136-18 39 Ave. from noon to 4:30 p.m.

The date and location for the event in Elmhurst has not been announced.

In addition to free assistance from lawyers to review citizenship applications, individuals may enter a raffle to win a free coverage of the citizenship application fee, which is about $680, as well as the cost of the passport application, which is about $165.

OuYang said these programs are especially important in light of the growing Asian population throughout the city.

According to recently released Census numbers, there are 509,428 Asians or Pacific Islanders living in the borough, which is up from 390,164 in 2000. The citywide Asian population also increased by about 30 percent in the past decade, jumping from 783,058 in 2000 to 1,030,914 in 2010, according to the Census.

The Assembly districts with the largest Asian populations are represented by Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan), Assemblywoman Grace Meng (D-Flushing) and Assemblyman David Weprin (D-Little Neck).

“Becoming a citizen is one of the most important things you can do,” said Meng, who is helping the OCA-NY with the events. “We’ve unfortunately heard stories of someone who has been here since they were very young and only has a green card. When you’re a citizen, you can register to vote. That’s how we can let our colleagues in government know what our needs are.”

The OCA-NY is also holding these events with the support of the Asian/American Center of Queens College, CUNY Citizenship Now!, the Chinese-Americans Planning Council Queens, the MinKwon Center, state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Whitestone), Assemblyman Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside), Weprin, Councilman Peter Koo (R-Flushing) and Democratic District Leader S.J. Jung.

“People will live here 10, 20, 30 years and won’t bother to become a citizen,” Koo said. “Then you cannot have many benefits. When you retire, you can collect Social Security if you’re a citizen. Most importantly, you can vote. If you don’t participate, others will control you.”

Being naturalized himself, Jung said he well understands the importance of becoming a citizen.

“Sometimes people are dissuaded by the hefty naturalization fees, so the fact that these groups are working together to provide free naturalization training is tremendous.”

Ji Hyun Kathy Chae, social services director for the MinKwon Center, noted her organization has long been concerned with the number of deportations.

“We’re seeing so many deportations,” Chae said. “By becoming a U.S. citizen, you can prevent that.”

For more information about the trainings or to register, send an e-mail to oca-ny@oca-ny.org.
AD-064, AD-022, AD-024, AD-026







Queens Chronicle   Page 1 of 2

[image: image2.png]UPLNS Your Community Newspaper

Lhronicle




_1176876215.bin

